No-touch isolation techniques for pancreatic cancer.
The rate of recurrence, including liver metastasis is high in pancreatic cancer, even when complete surgical resection is performed as a curative treatment. In patients with pancreatic cancer, the handling and grasping of the pancreas during surgery may increase the risk of liver metastasis, as squeezing may spread cancer cells via the portal vein. A no-touch isolation technique might prevent the spread of cancer cells via the hematogenous metastatic route in patients with pancreatic cancer. However, while no-touch isolation techniques are simple, feasible and, in theory, ideal procedures for the surgical treatment of pancreatic cancer, there have been no randomized controlled prospective studies to validate their advantages and their efficacy remains controversial. It is, therefore, worth investigating the use of no-touch isolation techniques in pancreatic cancer.